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At a meeting of the Progressive Party Snprems Staff Coaimittea^ on 6 April 1954> 
AlTåMORå Tokntaro, Par^ adviser and fonaer Finaneé MOnister^, eritioised Progres- 
sive Aurty President SHIQXKITSB Mamoru, holding hia responsible for the Progres- 
sives ' aabiguoas responsa to the Liberal Party *8 åpproaches to a ærger. KBAMDRA 
advocated that a rapprochement vith the Liberale not be uhdertaken until the inves- 
tigation pf thé shipping seandals is eompleted, sihee at the present time no one 
can be éertain as to just vho is going to be involved in the soandals. He pointed 
out tfaat the Liberal overtures to the Progressives are a measure of desperation« 

Specifically, DTA MQRA eritioised SHIGEMITSn for ^me etin g vith chief Liberal 
poliey-oaker TABU Bayato^, reasonlng tbat MI DRA^ , IXEDA's opposite in the Progres- 
sive Party, should have been the man to meet lEEDA. When S^CSMITSB defeoded this 
meeting ^ stating that TKKIU bad requested it, KlTAHOBå oountered . that SHIQBMITSU , 
should not meet anyone just because tbey had requested an intervlev* 
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Prestonably the Central Standing Committee (Ghuo Jonln linkal) of the Progres- 
sive Party is intended« 

EIIiMQRA vas appointed Transportation Minister In the KATAXåMA Cabinet in 
December 1947 and Flnanoe Minister in the ASHIDA Cabinet in March 194^. 

According to the press« SHIGEMlTSn had a **secret rendezvous” at his h ome in 
lugavara (Shizuoka-ken) on 4 April 199^ vith fonner Finance Minister IKEDA« 

Af ter the meeting, SHlQEMITStT Is reported to have stated, ”I thlnk It is Im- 
portant for responsible leaders of the Liberal, Progressive and Japan Liberal 
Parties to get together and exchange opinions on vays and means to settie the 
politioal situation«” This statement vas heralded as one of the most cleeur- 
cut indloations of the real possibility of a consenratlve merger made to date« 

This is probably KIDRA Kunio, House of Representatives member from Aomorl, 
vhose position as Cbalrmsn of the Progressives' Politioal Policy Committee 
(Seisaku Hnkai) corr esponds to that of IKEDA in the Liberal Party. 
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